THE FALL OF THE MONARCHY
Madame Campan—one of the Queen's ladies-in-waiting
—relates in her memoirs how Marie Antoinette followed
eagerly on the map the advance of the Prussians under
the Duke of Brunswick. He was now in Longwy; on
such a day he would be in Verdun; on such another he
would reach Paris. . . . There exists a letter in cipher
from Marie Antoinette to the former Austrian ambas-
sador—Mercy d'Argenteau—in which the Queen com-
municates French war secrets. At her trial, a former
Minister of War—the royalist La Tour du Pin—
reluctantly testified that she had required him to furnish
her information regarding the French armies.
Robespierre, faithful to his policy of bringing about
changes with as little social disturbance as possible, for
a long time did not favour insurrection. The King's
veto was paralysing national defence, but in order to
be valid it had to be countersigned by the ministers,
who, if they did so, could be charged with treason and
hailed before the Supreme Court. The King himself, if
suspected of trafficking with the enemy, could be sus-
pended by the Assembly.
But the Assembly appeared paralysed. It feared the
Jacobins as much as it feared the court. Afraid lest by
moving against the court it give more power to the
Jacobins, it did nothing, whole the situation became
hourly worse. The Girondins tried to bring the King
to reason by having the Paris populace pay a visit to
him at his palace. The effect was disappointing. Louis
gave a fairly good demonstration of the "passive
courage" Malouet credits him with. He donned the red
cap, but conceded nothing.
Lafayette, indignant at the insult to royalty, came
hurrying back from the front and read the Assembly a
lecture. Robespierre, likewise indignant, if for some-
what different reasons, lectured Lafayette, the King and

